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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE 

Welcome to our second newsletter! 

I must first introduce myself as the 

new Chair of NCMCA. In January, 

Steve Optix announced that, due to 

pressure of work, he would not be 

standing again for the Chair at the 

AGM.  

On behalf of the Committee, I 

would like to thank Steve for the 

tremendous effort he devoted to 

NCMCA last year, a year in which 

our membership doubled ! I look 

forward to working with the 

Committee to build on the work 

that Steve led last year. 

My wife and I have lived in North 

Camp since 1968, first in Alexandra 

Road then Park Road and now for 

over 30 years in Reading Road. 

During this time, I worked in the 

RAE from 1968 to 1991, then DRA, 

DERA and finally QinetiQ. 

I would like to emphasise again the 

point that Steve made in the last 

Newsletter: 

NCMCA is constantly working in the 

background of all that goes on in 

the North Camp, even if you can’t 

see us we are there doing all we can 

to maintain the prosperity of the 

area for residents and traders.  

We always need more members, if 

you would like to get involved 

please get in touch with us.  

Mike Palmer – May 2009 

SUMMER FAIR 11TH  JULY 2009 

 

The theme for the 2009 Summer 

Fayre and procession is “People of 

the World” and planning is well 

underway !!! As in past years, it is 

being organised by a partnership 

between Rushmoor Borough 

Council (RBC) and NCMCA. This 

year, however, in order to widen 

the community base on which the 

Fayre is built, we have formed a 

Fayre sub-committee to oversee the 

organisation and invited members 

of the local community to join it.  

This will provide a broad base for 

the Fayre and help sustain it in 

future years if support from the 

Council starts to decline. More 

details on the North Camp Village 

and NCMCA web site. 

The first meeting of the sub-

committee took place on 14th May. 

A group comprising members of 

NCMCA, RBC, local organisations 

and residents discussed the plans 

made to date and the way forward 

to the event itself.  

 

 

As in past years, the procession will 
form up in Lynchford Road. It will be 
led by the very popular 
Drumrunners float and the rear of 
will be brought up by the band of 
the Royal British Legion. As always, 
we will need some 20 volunteers to 
help with the preparations on the 
day before and during the Fayre. In 
particular, we need: 

6 people to help assemble the 
procession and marshal it on route, 

6 people to help set up the Fayre in 
the Recreation Ground on the 
morning of the event, 

2 people to run the car park, and 2 
people to run the car boot sale. 

This is a major event every year for 

the Village, so do please get in 

touch if you are able to help. 

Updates will be posted on the North 

Camp Village and NCMCA websites. 

EVENT CALENDAR FOR 2009 

We are working to produce an 

active programme this year and are 

looking at the feasibility of two 

open meetings followed by a social 

event near Christmas, as well as a 

Special General Meeting. 

Plans for the first Open Meeting are 

well advanced. They build on the 

discussion that took place at the 

AGM on street cleanliness. The 

meeting will be held at the Baptist 

Church Hall on Monday 27th July. 

There will be a talk from the 

Environmental Health Dept of RBC 

on street cleanliness and rubbish 

collection, followed by a discussion, 
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which is likely to be lively !! We may 

also be able to add a second topic. 

Plans for other meetings are not so 

far along but we hope that the 

second Open Meeting and Special 

General Meeting will be held in 

September or October. We are also 

considering a Social event, on a 

small scale, to be held in December. 

THE AGM ON 2ND  MARCH 2009 

The AGM took place at the Baptist 

Hall on Monday 2nd March. The 

Chair, Steve Optix, reported on 

events throughout the year and 

noted that membership had 

substantially increased. Steve’s 

report was accepted and he 

received a vote of thanks for all his 

efforts during the year. 

Our Treasurer, Christine Osmont, 

presented the accounts for the past 

year and answered questions on 

them, the accounts being accepted 

unanimously. 

Mike Palmer was elected Chair 

following Steve Optix’s decision to 

stand down. The other officers and 

members of the committee were 

re-elected en bloc. There being no 

other business, the meeting closed 

and was followed by a lively 

discussion on matters raised by the 

members present. 

These included the effectiveness 

and coverage of the CCTV systems 

in North Camp and the general 

cleanliness of the streets, especially 

along Lynchford Road. These are 

topics we plan to address at Open 

Meetings during the year. 

PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE 

CONSTITUTION 

Many of you will remember that in 

2007 changes were made to our 

Constitution to give NCMCA more 

flexibility and widen the range of 

things we can undertake. 

Your committee now feel that some 

further changes are needed to build 

on this, and therefore we intend 

that a Special General Meeting be 

held in the near future to allow 

members to vote on the proposed 

changes. Details of the changes will 

be circulated nearer the date of the 

Special General Meeting. 

PARKING !!! 

It is nearly a year since our Open 

Meeting on parking. We understand 

that some residents still have 

concerns on parking in Queens, 

Somerset and York Roads. If you 

feel another parking meeting would 

be useful, please let us know. 

 NORTH CAMP MAPS  

 

The North Camp Village shop maps 

displayed around the area are faded 

and overdue for update and 

replacement and we have raised 

this with Rushmoor Borough 

Council. This is a great way for new 

visitors to the area to see what we 

have to offer. The maps are 

professionally designed and printed, 

so, if you are interested in 

sponsoring, or advertising on them, 

please get in touch. 

NCMCA WEBSITE 

 

The NCMCA website is now 
accessible from the top of the home 
page on the Village site. We are 
planning to update the content on 
the site and make sure that it is 
relevant to our aims. 

NORTH CAMP TRADERS GROUP 

We are still planning to form a core 
group of traders to set objectives 
for a Traders Group formed as a sub 
group of NCMCA. Please let us 
know if you would like to be 
involved. 

VILLAGE NOTICE BOARD 

We have identified some possible 
sites in Camp Road and hope the 
Notice Board will be moved from its 
current position in the not too 
distant future. The Notice Board is 
free to use so if you have any 
community events, social 
gatherings etc give them to 
Christine at Branson’s Tobacconists 
for inclusion. 

 THANK YOU  

for taking the time to read this far. 
Please email comments on anything 
you’ve read here and anything 
you’d like to include in the next 
issue to mdpalmer@hotmail.com or 
give our Honorary Secretary, Nigel 
Baines, a ring on 01252 542262 
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